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Whereas upon merger with Holy Name of Jesus parish in 2013 (extinctive unien ¢. 51 582)

he Fishtown section of Philadelphia.

vl

the former parish Church of St Laurentius. in t

Pepnsyivania, in the Archdiocese of Cihal same city, was pressived as a Church for the
merged parish;

Whereas this Fishtown section served by the former parish has suffered great demographic

declines for five decades, losing populaftion and business. and being used as an example of

Whereas it appears the parishes of that section did little to evangelize those Catholic who

yemained, or to evangelize new arivels 10 the neighborhood, instead suffering dwindling

membership, and relying upon the Archdiocese of Philadelphia for constant financial

-

assistance, Jeading to the extinctive union in hopes of
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srming a more sustainable parish;

Whereas it appears that His Excellency, the Mast Reverend Charles J. Chaput, Archbishop
of Philadeiphia, desired that this historical ehwreh building, important s secially as mother
Church o “Polonia™ in Philadelphia, contmue 16 he used, at least periodically, and (¢
Whereas after the merger,

I.aurentius, resulis of dec
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possible vepair af the st

ded ag 4 fonver fimit demoelinon of the structure. al ngay one

million doltars. and as an upper Hmit. making e structure stable and perhaps useable.
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Whereas these cosis appear not 1o Have included any costs of vesloranion 1ot the very

neglected interior. stained glass, eic.. which would place rotal realisiic COSIs of restoration
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at a ruch higher lev

Whereas the parish of the Holy Name operates with & great deficit, according to the

secwrente, and with a modest surplus, according to ihe Archdiccese. but vwith no funds

which could meet the emergency needs of this historic stiuchure. ov finance the minnmum

repairs needed to remove e viclation notice;
Whereas after the reguired consultetion with the Council of Priests of 12 September, 2614,
and removal of Church furnishings, and having received a request from the pastor of Holy

Name parish. the Reverend Archbishop issued a decree reducing St. Laurentius Church ©
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profane but not inbecoming use {c. 1222 §2). clearing the way for the demolition of the

structure.;

Whereas the recurrents, represented by iy, Tim Breslin and My Vmecent Lipezynsk:
initially cented a request for  (eCOUISE simultaneously  with the request for

reconsideration presented to the Archhishop, on 29 September, 2014, in violation of £
1734, but later, having received the Archbishop’s negative response, dated 20 Seplember,
2014, again presented 2 request, dated 16 Geiober, 2014

This sams Congregation for ! the Clergy, having examine ed both the petition for rEooUse and

the acis nresented to the Congregation, noies thst according to the norm of law. i 18 a task
reserved to the Diccesan Bishop, upon request of the focal pastor, and after the fqued
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fong wih 1he

A paﬂsh can cerfainly own two or more Churches. the churches which

the parish being used for weekly liturgies or cccasionatly

faithful, as determined by the pastor.

Jesns is unable to make the financial comnmitment 1o 3

S

lea

cdifice of St Laurentivs Church, and later vestore 111 3 worthy manner.

Therefore the recourse against the wetion of the Church @

use is rejected. The Most Reverend Ordinary is admonished.

proceed with the reduction of the Church {o profane but no

cared for by the Archdiocese with the respect a due a former Church, until the sty

demolished, dedicated to another use within the Catholie Church, o legitimately ali

71

Therefore. this Dicastery, already having responded in the 0

i coard to the redu ® o
122% é?‘r of the Church of 1. Laurentius, Phil

ag the n ve meatlvations

by the Cirdinary
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this recourse as presented is denied, de procedendo an
o

hoveever, i

t sordid use

s ey hove

Riare needs,

reiesl,

o than even

egative by silence, deciees:
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Beniamino Cardinal Stella

Dryentm s
sreredi

# Tog] Mereler
Titular Archbishop of Rota

secretary




SIGNATURES

Mr. Tim Bresiin

Faithful Parishioner
314 East Richmond Street
Philadelphia, PA 19135
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Mr. Vincent Lipezynsks
Faithful Partshioner

2342 E. Dauphin Street
Philadelphia, PA 19125
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